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THE OXFORD TEST OF ENGLISH
IS CERTIFIED BY THE UNIVERSITY 
OF OXFORD



Smart.
The Oxford Test of English is the only 

English language proficiency test certified 

by the University of Oxford. This means that 

its quality is assured by one of the leading 

educational institutions in the world. You 

can enhance your assessment offer by 

becoming part of a growing global network 

of Approved Test Centres. The Oxford Test 

of English is a smart business decision.

Smarter.
The Oxford Test of English is faster,  

easier and more flexible to manage than 

traditional language proficiency tests. 

Available all year round, you choose when 

to run the tests to suit your students. Your 

students can choose which modules they 

want to take, in any combination. Provided 

that the test has been booked 14 days in 

advance, they receive their results on the 

day of the test for Listening and Reading and 

within 14 days for Speaking and Writing.  

A smarter choice for you and your students.

Smartest. 
The Oxford Test of English better matches 

your students’ ability. Adaptive technology 

and randomization provide a uniquely 

personalized experience for each Test 

Taker. This ensures your students receive 

valid and reliable results, every time. The 

Oxford Test of English is the smartest 

language proficiency test from Oxford.
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The Oxford Test of English is a new, 
online, general English proficiency 
test certified by the University of 
Oxford.
Developed by Oxford University Press 
and a team of education and language 
experts, the Oxford Test of English is 
independent of any curriculum or course.

It allows educational establishments to 
benchmark themselves and their students 
against international standards and 
provides valid, reliable test scores aligned 
to the Common European Framework 
of Reference (CEFR). 

Available to Test Takers from a 
network of Approved Test Centres, 
the Oxford Test of English is 
delivered online, 365 days a year, 
in any module combination - with 
test results ready in just 14 days.
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The Oxford Test of 
English is faster, 
easier and more 
flexible to manage 
than traditional 
language 
proficiency tests, 
so you can better 
meet the needs of 
your students and 
your institution.

The Oxford Test of English is 100% online, 
which means minimum paperwork and 
administration. All test-related activity is 
done on the online system. This includes 
buying licenses, booking tests, assigning 
modules to Test Takers, running the 
test and managing the results.

The Oxford Test of English is available 365 
days a year, so you can select the date and 
time of the tests, running as many sessions 
as you like in a year with however many 
Test Takers you choose. Your students can 
book tests with as little as 14 days notice.

 

The Oxford Test of English tests proficiency 
in Speaking, Listening, Reading, and Writing, 
and Test Takers can either take all four 
modules at the same time, just a single 
module, or a combination of modules. If 
they don’t get the results they need they 
can retake the individual modules in 
which they want to improve their results.

Results for the Listening and Reading 
modules are available on the day of the 
test, and results for the Speaking and 
Writing modules are available within 14 
days of the test provided that the test has 
been booked 14 days in advance.

Online

On demand

Flexible

Fast

About4

Why 
choose the 
Oxford Test 
of English?



If you would like to extend and enhance the assessment services 
provided by your institution, apply to become an Approved Test Centre 
for the Oxford Test of English.

Adaptive

Using adaptive technology, the Reading and 
Listening modules adjust in response to the 
Test Taker’s answers, so the test quickly 
finds the right level for each student. This 
means that the questions are at just the 
right level of challenge, making the test 
less stressful and shorter than traditional 
proficiency tests. Speaking and Writing 
tasks are randomly generated, making 
the overall test slightly different each time. 
This technology ensures an individual, 
personalized experience for every Test Taker.

Adaptive Results
When modules are taken individually, 
the results are reported on an Oxford 
Test of English Module Report Card. 

When all four modules have been completed 
Test Takers receive the Oxford Test of 
English Certificate. This reports the Test 
Takers’ proficiency in each of the skills as 
well as providing an overall CEFR level.  

When results are released, Test Takers 
can generate and print out their Certificate 
and present it to employers or an 
educational institution. The Certificate 
results can be updated at a later date 
by retaking individual modules



People

Test Centre Managers are the main point of 
contact for the Oxford Test of English within 
their institution. They set up users, buy and 
schedule tests and manage the invigilators.

Invigilators ensure the efficient and 
secure running of the test. A minimum 
of two invigilators are required for 
each test session and at least one 
invigilator for every 25 Test Takers. 

IT Representatives ensure the 
infrastructure is configured correctly 
and that the machines run in the 
secure locked down desktop mode.

Test centre rooms

A Test Centre inspection is carried out by 
your local Oxford University Press Sales 
Consultant. The rooms should be away 
from external noise and interruptions 
and the desk set up should follow 
specifications laid out in the Approved 
Test Centre Criteria Checklist. 

There will also need to be secure 
space for the storage of Test 
Takers’ personal belongings.

 
Technology

The Oxford Test of English is a web-based 
service which operates in a specially 
developed and secure browser environment. 
The locked down desktop software is 
used to control the test so no other web 
pages or applications can be accessed.

To maintain the 
security of the 
Test and ensure a 
positive experience 
for the Test Takers, 
Approved Test 
Centres need to 
make sure they have 
the people, space 
and equipment to 
meet the minimum 
Test Centre 
requirements.
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Test Centre Rooms

Technology

Requirements

What you 
will need.



A strong broadba

The Oxford Test of English is 100% 
online, which means administration, 
delivery and test results all require a 
reliable connection to the Internet. This 
should be available in the administration 
offices and on all test machines. 

Test Centres must equip Oxford Test of 
English Test Takers with one computer and 
one noise-reducing headset (headphones 
and microphone) per person. The 
Oxford Test of English works on desktop 
PCs, laptops and netbooks which use 
a browser for Internet connectivity. At 
present, Apple computers, tablets and 
other mobile devices are not supported.

A practical pre-inspection checklist is available from 
your local Oxford University Press Sales Consultant.

Updated browsers

The browsers used for the test 
administration and delivery should 
support JavaScript and HTML5. 

Reliable audio 

All machines used for the Oxford Test of 
English should be capable of playing and 
capturing audio files, in order to support 
the Speaking and Listening modules.

Sufficient Hardware

Updated Browsers

Reliable Audio

A Strong Broadband 
Connection
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The test is comprised 
of four different 
modules: Speaking, 
Listening, Reading, 
and Writing. Using 
intelligent adaptive 
technology, the 
Oxford Test of English 
ensures an individual 
experience for every 
candidate.

Find out more about the 
structure of the test
by watching the 
Oxford Test of English demo at  
www.oxfordtestofenglish.com

The Oxford Test of English has been 
developed for young adult and 
adult learners. It assesses the ability 
to understand and communicate 
effectively in English across three 
levels of the CEFR: A2, B1, and B2.

The Listening and Reading modules 
are adaptive, which means the 
test difficulty adjusts according to 
the Test Taker’s responses. 
This makes each test an individual and 
motivating experience. It also makes the 
test shorter than traditional linear tests. 
Speaking and Writing modules offer the 
Test Taker individualized tasks, marked 
by trained and experienced assessors.

Overview and 
Structure

8 The Test

What does 
the test
look like?



1. Speaking

The tasks in the Speaking module are all based 
on real-world contexts. Test Takers may, for 
example, take part in a simulated interview, 
leave a voicemail message, or give a talk 
and answer follow-up questions.

 
• Test Takers wear a headset and their responses 

are recorded.
• Responses are marked remotely by trained assessors.
• The test moves automatically to the next question.

2. Listening

The Listening module simulates conversations 
and monologues in a range of English-speaking 
contexts. Test Takers have the opportunity 
to demonstrate a variety of skills, such as 
understanding inferred meaning, and identifying 
detail, opinion, and attitude in the extracts.

 
• Test Takers use headphones.
• Test Takers can listen to the recording twice.
• Volume is adjustable for each task.

3. Reading

The texts and excerpts used in the four parts of the 
Reading module vary in length and complexity, and 
represent a range of examples of real-life texts. They 
allow Test Takers to demonstrate their ability in a variety 
of reading skills, such as understanding cohesion and 
organization, and identifying opinion and author purpose. 

• Each question is timed.
• Test Takers type their response.

4. Writing

In the Writing module, Test Takers have the 
opportunity to demonstrate their accuracy and 
range in grammar and vocabulary, and to show how 
well they can structure written communication.  

• Tests may target formal or informal writing.
• Test Takers type their response.
• Automatic word counter.



Posters for display 
in the Test Centre 
with instructions to 
Test Takers will be 
made available.

Your success means  
a great deal to us. 
Here’s how we can 
support you with 
the delivery and 
promotion of the 
Oxford Test of English.
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Detailed guidance, checklists and 
advice on how to run a session of the 
Oxford Test of English are all included 
in the Test Centre Handbook.

For help with:

• Training

• Logging in

• Booking tests

• Test administration 

Please get in touch with 
Oxford University Press 
Customer Support
Email: otesupport@oup.com
Phone: +44 (0) 1865 910 007

Help and 
support for 
your business.

SWITCH OFF  
YOUR MOBILE 
DEVICES AND 
LEAVE THEM WITH 
THE INVIGILATOR  

HAVE YOUR ID READY  
TO SHOW TO THE 
INVIGILATOR   

DO NOT  
EAT OR SMOKE IN 
THE TEST ROOM  

YOU MAY  
DRINK WATER 
FROM A CLEAR 
BOTTLE  

10 Help and Support10

Technical support for 
Approved Test Centres



Promoting the 
Oxford Test of English 
to your customers

Promoting your Approved 
Test Centre status

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT

INSTITUTION

PETER MARSHALL
MANAGING DIRECTOR

ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING

IS AN APPROVED TEST CENTRE
FOR THE OXFORD TEST OF ENGLISH

TEST CENTRE ID:  XXXXX
DATE OF APPROVAL: XX/XX-2018

40OTECERTIF17

APPROVED
TEST CENTRE

THE OXFORD TEST OF ENGLISH  
IS CERTIFIED BY THE 
UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD

Join a growing number of institutions who have enhanced their assessment 
offer with the quality, flexibility and convenience of the Oxford Test of English. 
Go to www.oxfordtestofenglish.com to find out more.

Once you become an Approved Test Centre 
we will provide you with promotional material 
to showcase your Approved Test Centre 
status. 

• An Oxford Test of English Approved Test 

Centre plaque for outside the building

• A certificate confirming your Approved 

Test Centre status for your reception 

• An Approved Test Centre logo to use 

on your website and in print publicity

• Approved Test Centre Branding 

Guidelines for publicity

• Listing on our website  
www.oxfordtestofenglish.com

We also help you with promoting 
the test to your students by sending 
you the following publicity items:

• Oxford Test of English posters

• Oxford Test of English flyers

• Oxford Test of English 
promotional items  

 
 

 
 

Where will you be in five years?
How will the English skills you are 
learning help you get there?
What’s the smartest route to take?
The Oxford Test of English is the smartest way to certify your 
English language skills. It’s an online, high-quality English 
language proficiency test certified by the University of Oxford.
It gives you complete flexibility and results in just 14 days.* 

oxfordtestofenglish.com
Where will your results take you?

THE OXFORD TEST OF ENGLISH  
IS CERTIFIED BY THE 
UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD

*Assumes test session booked with a
minimum of 14 days’ notice

40OTEPROPOS1740OTEPROPOS17

40OTEFLYERS17

The Oxford Test of  English is
an online high-quality English proficiency 

test. It gives you complete flexibility and 

results in just 14 days.*

Visit oxfordtestofenglish.com to find your nearest

Oxford Test of English approved test centre. 

Where will your results take you?

“I really liked that the questions adapted to your 

level of  English,which meant that you don’t get 

stuck in the exam. Within 14 days I received the 

results and I achieved my B2. I would recommend 

the exam to all my university friends, because it 

opens many doors.”Lupe, student in Spain 

*Assumes test session booked with a

minimum of 14 days’ notice

Quality you can trustThe only English proficiency
test certified by the University
of Oxford.

Your choice of  modulesReading, Writing, Listening and 

Speaking modules can be taken 

and retaken in any combination.

Fast results
Delivered on the day of the test for 

Listening and Reading and within 

14 days* from the test session for 

Speaking and Writing.
Using adaptive technology, the 
Reading and Listening modules 

adjust to your answers, quickly 
finding your level.Speaking and Writing texts are 

randomly generated, giving you a 

different test each time.

Benchmarked against the 
Common European Framework of 

Reference (CEFR), the test 
assesses your English ability  at 

A1, B1 and B2 levels. This 
scoring is widely recognized by 
employers and educational 
institutions across Europe.

Available 365 days a year,
at any time. Tests can even be 
booked with as little as 10 days 
notice. 

Personalizedand adaptive Internationallyrecognized levels Wheneveryou’re ready

  
  

Wherever you are heading with your English learning, the 

Oxford Test of English is the smartest way to certify your 

English language ability and go further, faster. 

Where will you be in five years?

How will the English skills you are 

learning help you get there?
What’s the smartest route to take?

  
  

THE OXFORD TEST OF ENGLISH  
IS CERTIFIED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD
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Where will 
you be in five 
years?

How will the 
English skills 
you are learning 
help you get 
there?

What’s the 
smartest route 
to take?



www.oxfordtestofenglish.com
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